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IN	THE	BEGINNING

GOD’S	PERFECT	CREATION

he	Bible	tells	us	that	God	created	the	world	and	everything	in	it,	including
the	sun,	the	moon,	sea	animals	and	land	animals...	When	this	was	done,

“God	saw	that	it	was	good”	(Genesis	1:25).

God	also

“created	man	in	his	own	image,	in	the	image	of	God	he
created	him;	male	and	female	he	created	them”
(Genesis	1:27).

After	everything	was	created,	both	man	and	animal,	land	and	sea...

“God	saw	everything	that	he	had	made,	and	behold,	it
was	very	good”	(Genesis	1:31).

If	God	saw	something	and	said	that	it	was	very	good,	it	must	have	been	perfect
in	 every	 sense.	 Man	 was,	 therefore,	 perfect	 at	 creation.	 There	 was	 nothing
imperfect	 in	him.	He	was	such	 that	when	God	 looked	at	him,	God’s	heart	was



glad	and	He	could	say	something	 like	 this:	“This	 is	My	perfect	and	wonderful
creature.”

MAN	IN	GOD’S	IMAGE	AND	LIKENESS

The	creation	of	man	in	the	image	and	likeness	of	God	was	something	special	to
man.	The	other	creatures	did	not	share	this	nature.	God	had	a	special	purpose	for
creating	man	that	way.	The	purpose	was,	first	of	all,	that	man	should	be	specially
related	 to	Him:	being	 able	 to	understand	Him,	 talk	with	Him,	 enjoy	Him,	 and
glorify	Him	for	ever.	Secondly,	it	was	that	man	should	take	charge	of	the	rest	of
creation:	controlling	it	and	directing	it.

The	 special	 relationship	 between	God	 and	man	was	meant	 to	 please	God	 and
man.	God	wanted	 it	and	man	needed	 it.	Although	God	wanted	 it,	He	could	do
without	it.	Man,	however,	needed	it	if	he	was	to	function	properly.

FELLOWSHIP	BETWEEN	GOD	AND	MAN

God	actually	did	come	down	 to	man	 to	 talk	with	him	(Genesis	3:8).	Probably,
during	 these	 conversations,	man	 (Adam	and	Eve)	 told	God	 that	 he	 loved	Him
and	 that	 he	was	very	grateful	 to	Him	 for	 creating	him,	 and	giving	him	 such	 a
beautiful	 life	 and	 garden.	He	 probably	 told	Him	 that	 he	would	 love	 and	 obey
Him	all	the	time	and	do	everything	He	asked	him	to	do.	These	special	meetings
between	God	and	man	must	have	been	wonderful.



Everything	was	so	wonderful.	Each	must	have	felt	at	home	in	the
presence	of	the	other	and	when	they	talked.	There	was	no	barrier

between	them.

QUESTIONS

1.	 How	did	God	see	man	from	the	beginning?
2.	 How	did	God	see	the	rest	of	the	creation	from	the	beginning?
3.	 What	is	the	first	reason	why	God	created	man	(in	the	image	and

likeness	of	God)?
4.	 What	kind	of	relationship	existed	between	God	and	man	at	the

beginning?
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SIN	AND	ITS	RESULTS

ADAM’S	SIN

or	the	relationship	between	God	and	man	to	continue	without	any	barrier,
God	 demanded	 obedience.	 This	 obedience	 was	 to	 be	 shown	 by	 man

keeping	God’s	commandments.

One	of	the	first	commandments	that	God	gave	man	was,

“You	may	freely	eat	of	every	tree	of	the	garden;	but	of	the
tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil	you	shall	not
eat,	for	in	the	day	that	you	eat	of	it	you	shall	die”
(Genesis	2:16-17).

It	was	a	simple	command	which	could	be	obeyed.	Man	had	no	need	to	disobey,
since	God	had	given	him	freedom	to	eat	of	all	the	other	trees.

Man,	however,	disobeyed;	for	the	Scripture	says,

“When	the	woman	saw	that	the	tree	was	good	for	food,
and	that	it	was	a	delight	to	the	eyes,	and	that	the	tree
was	to	be	desired	to	make	one	wise,	she	took	of	its
fruit	and	ate;	and	she	also	gave	some	to	her	husband,



and	he	ate”	(Genesis	3:6).

This	 was	 a	wilful	 act.	 It	 was	 not	 done	 in	 ignorance.	Man	 knew	what	 he	was
doing.	He	deliberately	decided	that	he	knew	better	than	God	and	that	he	wanted
independence	from	God.	In	that	act,	man	sinned,	for	sin	is	choosing	one’s	own
way	instead	of	God’s	way;	it	is	doing	that	which	one	knows	one	should	not	do
and	leaving	undone	what	one	knows	one	ought	to	do.

THE	RESULTS	OF	ADAM’S	SIN

The	first	 result	of	Adam’s	sin	was	 that	he	was	no	 longer	comfortable	 in	God’s
presence.	When	God	 came	down	 for	His	 normal	 fellowship	with	 him,	 he	was
nowhere	to	be	found.	God	called	out,

“Where	are	you?”	(Genesis	3:9),

and	Adam	replied,

“I	heard	the	sound	of	thee	in	the	garden,	and	I	was	afraid,
because	I	was	naked;	and	I	hid	myself.”	(Genesis
3:10)

Man	was	afraid,	and	he	hid	himself.	His	sin	brought	fear	and	hiding.	He	could	no
longer	enjoy	God’s	presence,	and	fear	filled	his	heart.

The	second	result	was	that	man	was	driven	out	of	the	garden	(God’s	presence).

“He	drove	out	the	man;	and	at	the	east	gate	of	the	garden
of	Eden	he	placed	the	cherubim,	and	a	flaming	sword
which	turned	every	way,	to	guard	the	way	to	the	tree	of
life”	(Genesis	3:24).



Being	now	unfit	for	a	proper	relationship	with	God,	Adam	was	sent	away	from
God’s	 presence	 and	 the	 cherubim	and	 flaming	 sword	put	 at	 the	 gate	 to	 ensure
that	 every	 attempt	 by	man	 to	 return	 to	God	 on	 his	 (man’s)	 own	 conditions	 is
resisted	by	God	and	rendered	impossible.

The	third	result	of	sin	was	that	man	died.	God	had	said	that	man	would	die	the
day	he	disobeyed.	That	exactly	happened	on	 the	day	Adam	sinned.	He	did	not
die	physically,	but	he	died	spiritually.	He	continued	to	function	biologically,	but
he	was	out	of	 touch	with	God,	and	 this	 is	death.	He	could	no	 longer	 talk	with
God	 as	 before,	 nor	 could	 he	 enjoy	 God’s	 presence	 as	 before.	 He	 could	 not
understand	God’s	 fullest	purpose	 for	his	 life	any	more,	nor	could	he	 fulfil	 that
purpose.	He	was	just	there:	physically	alive	but	spiritually	dead,	because	he	was
out	of	touch	with	God.

ALL	HAVE	SINNED

The	Bible	says,

“When	Adam	had	lived	a	hundred	and	thirty	years,	he
became	the	father	of	a	son	in	his	own	likeness,	after
his	image”	(Genesis	5:3).

Adam’s	 children	 were	 in	 his	 likeness	 and	 image.	 This	 was	 not	 the	 pure	 and
perfect	 image	of	God	 in	which	Adam	was	created.	Rather,	 it	was	God’s	 image
twisted,	bent,	 crooked,	distorted	and	 ruined.	The	 image	 remained	God’s,	but	 it
was	God’s	image	in	a	sad	condition,	nothing	like	the	original.

All	human	beings	are	descendants	of	Adam,	and	are	born	with	God’s	image	and
likeness	in	them,	twisted	and	distorted.	The	twisted	image	means	that	they	will
naturally	bend	in	the	direction	of	sin.	Just	as	a	plant	will	bend	in	the	direction	of
light	(phototropism),	man	will	bend	in	the	direction	of	sin	(sin-tropism).



It	 is	not	primarily	because	a	man	is	a	liar,	fornicator,	 thief,	 idolater,	murderer...
that	 he	 is	 a	 sinner.	 It	 is	 basically	 the	 fact	 that	 his	 nature,	 his	 very	being,	 deep
down	 in	him,	 is	 sinful.	 It	 is	 as	 if	 there	 is	 a	 sin	 factory	 in	him.	Even	when	 the
factory	 is	not	manufacturing	sin	because,	probably,	 there	are	no	 raw	materials,
the	 factory	 is	nevertheless	 there,	very	present	 in	 every	human	being.	Man	 is	 a
sinner	by	nature	and	his	practice	of	sin	is	just	proof	of	his	nature.

In	this	matter	of	a	sinful	heart,	there	are	no	exceptions.	The	Bible	says,

“The	Lord	saw	that	the	wickedness	of	man	was	great	in
the	earth,	and	that	every	imagination	of	the	thoughts
of	his	heart	was	ONLY	evil	continually”	(Genesis	6:5).

“They	are	corrupt,	they	do	abominable	deeds,	there	is
NONE	that	does	good.	The	Lord	looks	down	from
heaven	upon	the	children	of	men,	to	see	if	there	are
any	that	act	wisely,	that	seek	after	God.	They	have
ALL	gone	astray,	they	are	ALL	alike	corrupt;	there	is
NONE	that	does	good,	no,	not	one”	(Psalm	14:1-3);

“We	have	ALL	become	like	one	who	is	unclean,	and	ALL
our	righteous	deeds	are	like	polluted	garments.	We
ALL	fade	like	a	leaf,	and	our	iniquities,	like	the	wind,
take	us	away.	There	is	NO	ONE	that	calls	upon	thy
name	...”(Isaiah	64:6-7).

“The	heart	is	deceitful	above	ALL	things,	and	desperately
corrupt;	who	can	understand	it?”	(Jeremiah	17:9).

Someone	may	ask,	“Since	 the	above	passages	are	all	 from	 the	Old	Testament,
does	the	New	Testament	not	paint	a	better	picture	of	man?”	The	New	Testament
says,



“NONE	IS	righteous,	no,	NOT	ONE;	NO	ONE
understands,	NO	ONE	seeks	for	God.	ALL	have	turned
aside,	together	they	have	gone	wrong;	no	one	does
good,	not	even	one.	Their	throat	is	an	open	grave,	they
use	their	tongues	to	deceive”	(Romans	3:10-13).

“ALL	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God”
(Romans	3:23).

The	Bible	insists	that	all	have	sinned.	The	words	ALL	and	NONE	tell	us	who	are
involved:	 everybody!!	 There	 are	 no	 exceptions.	A	 doctor	 of	 philosophy	 and	 a
pupil	 in	 primary	 one	 are	 both	 sinners;	 a	 university	 professor	 and	 the	 most
ignorant	jungle	dweller	are	both	sinners;	the	richest	man	and	the	poorest	beggar
are	 both	 sinners;	 a	 pastor	 or	 priest	 and	 a	 prostitute	 are	 both	 sinners;	 a	 black
person	and	a	white	person	are	both	sinners.	The	most	cultured	man	living	in	the
heart	 of	 London	 or	 New	 York	 and	 the	 most	 primitive	 jungle	 dweller	 in	 the
Amazon	 forests	 of	 South	 America,	 are	 both	 sinners.	 Education	 or	 civilisation
does	 not	 change	 the	 human	 heart.	 As	 far	 as	 our	 sinful	 nature	 is	 concerned,
education	 mainly	 provides	 a	 method	 of	 hiding	 sin	 and	 pretending	 that	 it	 is
absent.	The	educated	man	is	a	sophisticated	sinner.	When	a	primitive	man	hates
you,	 he	 immediately	 tells	 you	 so,	 or	 the	 expression	 on	 his	 face	 tells	 you.
However,	the	educated	man	will	smile	even	when	hatred	boils	in	his	heart.	The
two	hearts	are	essentially	the	same.

SIN	IN	PRACTICE

If	each	one	of	us	only	had	a	sin-factory	inside	him	or	her	that	was	permanently
out	 of	 action	 and,	 therefore,	 produced	 no	 sins,	 the	 situation	would	 be	 slightly
different	and	we	might	be	tempted	to	deceive	ourselves	that	the	factory	is	absent.
The	 truth	 is	 that	 the	 factory	 is	working	 full-time,	 even	 if	 the	productivity	may
vary	from	person	to	person.



What	are	some	of	the	products	from	the	sin-factories	inside	us?	There	are	many
and	 can	 be	 divided	 into	 two	 classes.	 First	 of	 all,	 there	 is	what	may	be	 hidden
inside	us	which	most	people	cannot	see.	The	root	of	all	of	them	is	independence
from	God.	God	is	often	seen	as	an	interferer.	He	may	be	invited	to	do	us	some
service	when	we	are	sick	and	in	need	of	something,	and	may	be	occasionally	or
regularly	asked	to	go	with	us	to	church	where	we	can	meet	our	friends	and	show
off	 as	 religious	 persons.	 However,	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 the	 details	 of	 how	 we
conduct	 our	 friendships	with	 the	 opposite	 sex,	 how	we	 acquire	 and	 spend	 our
money	and	all	the	like,	He	must	keep	a	distance	and	not	interfere.	Then	there	are
sins	committed	in	our	thinking,	like	looking	at	people	lustfully.

“Every	one	who	looks	at	a	woman	lustfully	has	already
committed	adultery	with	her	in	his	heart”	(Matthew
5:28).

Another	is	hatred.	Most	people	hate	some	one	or	the	other	and	treat	this	lightly;
but	the	Bible	says,

“Any	one	who	hates	his	brother	is	a	murderer,	and	you
know	that	no	murderer	has	eternal	life	abiding	in
him”	(1	John	3:15).

Then	there	is	the	main	sin	of	failing	to	love	God

“with	all	your	heart,	and	with	all	your	soul,	and	with	all
your	strength,	and	with	all	your	mind;	and	your
neighbour	as	yourself”	(Luke	10:27).



Adam	and	God	became	separated	by	a	big	gap	when	Adam	sinned.	Man’s	sin
separates	him	from	God

Secondly,	there	are	sins	that	are	downright	open.	These	include:

“all	manner	of	wickedness,	evil,	covetousness,	malice,
envy,	quarrelling,	deceit,	gossip,	insolence,
disobedience	to	parents”	(Romans	1:29-31);

“fornication,	idolatry,	theft,	drunkenness”	(1	Corinthians
6:9-10);

“faithlessness,	sorcery,	lying”	(Revelation	21:8).



Broken	 engagements,	 broken	 friendships,	 broken	 marriages,	 broken	 homes,
countless	 children	 born	 outside	 of	 wedlock,	 unfaithful	 husbands,	 unfaithful
wives,	corruption	at	all	levels,	nepotism,	bribery,	laziness	at	work,	destruction	of
property	simply	because	it	belongs	to	the	state	or	some	organization,	frustration,
suicide,	murder,	and	so	on,	all	point	to	the	fact	that	humanity	is	very	sin-sick.

These	are	just	a	few	of	the	sins	that	people	commit.	The	particular	type	of	sins
will	vary	from	person	to	person.	Some	might	be	great	liars,	others	very	immoral,
others	thieves,	others	full	of	jealousy,	others	drunkards,	and	so	on.	One	does	not
have	to	commit	all	the	sins	in	the	catalogue	to	know	that	one	is	a	sinner.	In	fact,
when	one	sin	is	committed,	it	immediately	shows	up	the	person	who	commits	it
for	who	he	is,	and	the	Bible	says,

“For	whoever	keeps	the	whole	law	but	fails	in	one	point
has	become	guilty	of	all	of	it”	(James	2:10).

As	you	read	this	catalogue	of	sins	and	sinful	attitudes,	and	as	you	look	into	your
heart	 and	 life,	do	you	agree	with	God’s	Word	 that	you,	 as	an	 individual,	 are	a
sinner	and	that	you	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God?	If	you	have	never	committed
even	one	sin,	then	God	is	a	liar	and	the	rest	of	this	book	is	useless	to	you.

THE	WAGES	OF	SIN

Adam’s	sin	resulted	in	his	separation	from	God,	which	is	death.	Death	was	the
salary	he	received	for	sinning.	The	same	applies	to	all	people,	for

“the	wages	of	sin	is	death”	(Romans	6:23).

This	means	that	when	one	sins,	one	must	receive	a	salary	or	payment	for	one’s
sin.	If	you	are	employed	by	the	government	or	by	some	other	organization	and
you	work	faithfully	throughout	the	month,	you	rightly	expect	a	salary	at	the	end
of	the	month.	Something	would	be	wrong	with	your	employer	if	he	did	not	pay



you,	and	you	would	rightly	deserve	to	be	angry	with	him.

The	salary	 that	sin	earns	 is	 two-fold.	First	of	all,	 it	 is	separation	from	God.	As
Adam	was	after	he	sinned,	so	man	is	out	of	proper	touch	with	God.	He	does	not
really	know	God	at	a	personal	level	and	is	very	uncomfortable	in	His	presence.
He	 is	 frustrated	and	cannot	 realise	his	 fullest	potential.	Think	of	all	 the	people
who	have	been	ruined	by	alcohol,	disobedience	and	selfishness.	Think	of	all	the
girls	who	are	thrown	out	of	school	because	of	pregnancy.	Think	of	the	men	with
venereal	diseases;	of	the	homes	that	are	broken	by	quarrels,	and	so	on.	These	are
the	first	instalments	of	the	salary	which	sin	earns	for	the	sinner.

Secondly,	 the	 salary	 that	 sin	 earns	 is	 judgment	 and	 punishment.	 Separation	 is
going	to	last	throughout	this	life	and	will	continue	throughout	the	next.	All	who
are	 comfortable	 in	 their	 sin	 and	 separation	 from	 God	 now,	 will	 not	 be
comfortable	in	the	next	life,	for	all	human	beings	will	be	judged.	Some	will	be
sentenced.

“It	is	appointed	for	men	to	die	once,	and	after	that	comes
judgment”	(Hebrews	9:27).

In	 preparation	 for	 the	 Judgment	Day,	God	 is	 keeping	 a	 record	 of	 every	man’s
actions.	 All	 sins	 that	 you	 commit	 in	 thought,	 word	 and	 deed	 are	 faithfully
recorded	against	your	name	in	the	heavenly	record	as	if	 in	a	film.	That	film	of
your	sins	will	be	projected	on	a	screen	on	the	Judgment	Day	for	you	and	every
other	person	to	see.	The	things	done	in	darkness	will	then	be	shown	in	the	open.
Nothing	is	being	left	out	 in	the	daily	recording	of	your	actions,	and	everything
will	be	projected	for	you	and	for	all	to	see.	Sentence	means	that	sinners	shall	be
sent	away	from	God’s	presence	to	everlasting	hell.

“Do	you	not	know	that	the	unrighteous	will	not	inherit	the
kingdom	of	God?	Do	not	be	deceived;	neither
fornicators,	nor	idolaters	nor	adulterers,	nor
homosexuals,	nor	thieves,	nor	the	greedy,	nor



drunkards,	nor	revilers,	nor	robbers	will	inherit	the
kingdom	of	God”	(1	Corinthians	6:9-10).

“But	as	for	the	cowardly,	the	faithless,	the	polluted,	as	for
murderers,	fornicators,	sorcerers,	idolaters,	and	all
liars,	their	lot	shall	be	in	the	lake	that	burns	with	fire
and	sulphur,	which	is	the	second	death”	(Revelation
21:8).

The	Judgment	Day	will	be	pay	day.

Jesus	Christ	will	be	the	chief	Judge:

“The	Father	judges	no	one,	but	has	given	all	judgment	to
the	Son”	(John	5:22).

Jesus’	words	of	sentence	to	unrepentant	sinners	will	be,

“Depart	from	me,	you	cursed,	into	the	eternal	fire
prepared	for	the	devil	and	his	angels”	(Matthew
25:41).

These	words	of	judgment	will	take	immediate	effect,

“And	they	will	go	away	into	eternal	punishment”
(Matthew	25:46).

Hell	 is	 a	 reality	 that	 will	 come	 into	 effect	 after	 the	 final	 judgment,	 not	 now.
Those	who	choose	 to	go	 there	will	prove	 its	 reality	 in	an	unchanging	personal
experience.	 It	 is	 described	 by	 Jesus	 eleven	 times	 in	 the	 gospel	 and	He	meant
business	when	He	said	it	will	be



“everlasting	fire”	(Matthew	25:41);

“eternal	punishment”	(Matthew	25:46);

“outer	darkness”	(Matthew	8:12).

The	apostle	Paul	said	it	will	be

“eternal	destruction”	(2	Thessalonians	1:9)

and	the	apostle	John	said	that	it	will	be	a

“lake	of	fire”	(Revelation	19:20).

What	all	this	means	is	that	you,	whether	you	believe	it	or	not,	are	separated	from
God	 and	 hell-bound,	 unless	 you	 have	 taken	 or	 do	 now	 take	 the	 right	 steps	 to
remedy	your	situation.	Hell	is	your	salary	for	sin,	and	God	will	faithfully	ensure
that	no	one	who	has	sinned	goes	without	pay.	This	is	very	fair.	God	must	punish
sin	because	to	do	otherwise	would	be	to	contradict	His	nature.

HUMAN	ATTEMPTS	AT	REACHING	GOD

The	 reality	 of	man’s	 separation	 from	God	 and	 the	 doom	 of	 those	 in	 hell,	 has
always	caused	man	to	attempt	to	do	something	about	it.	The	problem	is	that	the
gap	that	separates	man	from	God	is	a	God-gap,	and	human	attempts	at	bridging
it	are	bound	to	be	unsuccessful.	Let	us	look	at	some	of	these	attempts	at	bridging
the	gap.

Some	believe	that	all	you	need	to	do	is	to	be	good;	to	try	and	maintain	a	credit
balance	 with	 God	 in	 which	 the	 good	 outweighs	 the	 evil.	 Early	 in	 my	 life	 I
thought	 so	 too.	 This	 is,	 of	 course,	 unsatisfactory;	 for	 God	 regards	 human
righteousness	as	filthy	rags	(Isaiah	64:6).	He	also	regards	His	law	as	a	whole	and



those	who	fail	in	one	part	of	it	fail	the	whole	(James	2:10).	Therefore,	in	God’s
sight,	the	one	who	commits	one	sin	and	the	one	who	commits	a	million	sins	are
both	guilty.	All	who	believe	in	good	works	are	lost,	however	good	they	may	try
to	be.

What	happens	in	the	recruitment	of	soldiers	illustrates	this	point	clearly.	Let	us
take,	for	example,	that	the	law	of	this	country	demands	that	only	people	who	are
at	least	five	feet	and	six	inches	tall,	can	be	recruited	into	the	army.	If	a	man	turns
up	for	recruitment	and	is	found	by	the	recruiting	officer	to	be	three	feet	tall,	he
will	be	rejected.	The	same	rejection	will	obviously	apply	to	persons	who	are	four
feet	five	and	five	feet	tall.	But	what	of	the	person	who	is	five	feet	five	and	three
quarter	inches	tall?	Does	he	qualify	because	he	is	almost	there?	No.	He,	too,	is
disqualified.	He	nearly	qualified,	but	did	not	qualify.	He,	too,	must	be	rejected.

QUALIFYING	LINE-------------------------1,80	m

Although	their	heights	are	different,	they	are,	nevertheless,	all	rejected	because	they
all	fall	short	of	the	required	standard.



Others	believe	that	all	that	is	needed	is	a	form	of	religion;	so	they	make	up	one
for	themselves	or	attach	themselves	to	one	that	was	made	by	man	centuries	ago.
They	may	 fulfil	 the	 laws	of	 this	man-made	 religion,	but	 the	gap	 that	 separates
them	from	God	is	unaltered.

Others	 say,	 all	 you	 need	 to	 do	 is	 to	 belong	 to	 the	 Christian	 Church;	 to	 be
baptized,	 confirmed	 and	 to	 participate	 in	 church	 life.	 These	 things	 are	 in
themselves	not	bad.	The	only	problem	is	that	they	are	the	wrong	prescription	for
the	disease,	“sin”.	If	one	baptizes	an	unrepentant	sinner,	what	does	one	produce?
A	baptized	sinner!	If,	later	on,	the	baptized	sinner	is	confirmed,	the	product	is	a
baptized,	confirmed	sinner	-	 twice	as	fit	 for	hell	because	 the	external	Christian
acts	have	been	performed,	but	the	person	remains	unchanged	fundamentally.	The
gap	nevertheless	remains.	Such	people	may	make	some	prayer	as	if	through	key
holes	 to	 God;	 push	 some	 money	 under	 the	 door	 to	 Him,	 but	 they	 remain
separated	 from	Him	and	 their	gifts	unaccepted,	 for	God	cannot	accept	a	man’s
gifts	when	the	man	is	himself	unaccepted.



All	human	attempts	at	bridging	the	gap	are	futile.	They	all	land	their	masters	into	the
darkness	of	hell.

QUESTIONS

1.	 What	did	man	have	to	do	so	that	his	relationship	with	God	would
continue	unhindered?

2.	 Give	a	commandment	that	God	gave	man	at	the	beginning.
3.	 How	many	trees	were	there	in	the	garden?
4.	 Of	what	tree	were	Adam	and	Eve	not	to	eat?



5.	 Did	they	obey?
6.	 What	is	sin?	Have	you	ever	sinned?
7.	 Quote	three	situations	in	your	life	when	you	chose	your	own	way

instead	of	God’s	way.
8.	 What	were	the	results	of	Adam’s	sin?	(3)
9.	 How	does	Adam’s	sin	affect	the	whole	human	race?	Support	your

answer	with	a	Bible	verse.
10.	 As	you	read	the	catalogue	of	sins	and	sinful	attitudes,	which	sins	and

sinful	attitudes	do	you	see	(a)	in	your	heart?	(B)	in	your	life?
11.	 What	is	the	salary	received	for	sinning:	(a)	In	time?	(B)	In	eternity?
12.	 What	are	some	of	the	immediate	consequences	of	sin	that	you	have

experienced	in	your	own	life?
13.	 What	are	some	of	man’s	attempts	at	reaching	God?
14.	 Can	baptism	and	confirmation	carried	out	by	some	religious	systems

save	a	person?

Memorise	Romans	3:23.



A
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THE	LOVE	OF	GOD

GOD’S	LOVE	FOR	THE	SINNER

lthough	God’s	justice	demands	that	He	punishes	the	sinner	eternally,	His
love	 for	 the	 sinner	 has	 always	 led	 Him	 to	 seek	 the	 sinner	 so	 that	 He

might	 bring	 the	 sinner	 back	 to	Himself.	 The	Bible,	 from	 the	 beginning	 to	 the
end,	declares	that	love.	The	first	words	of	God	to	Adam	and	Eve	after	they	had
sinned	were,

“Where	are	you?”	(Genesis	3:9).

These	words	were	uttered	not	because	God	did	not	know	where	they	were,	but
because	 He	 wanted	 them	 back	 to	 Himself.	 He	 is	 a	 seeking	 God!	When	 they
confessed	their	nakedness	to	Him,	He	made	clothing	for	them	out	of	animal	skin
(Genesis	3:21).	Throughout	 the	Old	Testament,	by	one	prophet	 after	 the	other,
He	was	seeking	to	reveal	Himself	to	man,	to	draw	man	to	Himself	and	to	forgive
him.	He	continues	 to	endure	 the	 rebellious	attitude	of	man	 to	His	 invitation	 to
come	and	be	forgiven.	It	has	always	been	true	of	Him	that,

“The	Lord	is	not	slow	about	his	promise	as	some	count
slowness,	but	is	forbearing	toward	you,	not	wishing
that	ANY	should	perish,	but	that	ALL	should	reach



repentance”	(2	Peter	3:9).

“As	I	live,	says	the	Lord	God,	I	have	no	pleasure	in	the
death	of	the	wicked,	but	that	the	wicked	turn	from	his
way	and	live;	turn	back,	turn	back	from	your	evil
ways;	for	why	will	you	die?”	(Ezekiel	33:11).

GOD’S	LOVE	REVEALED	IN	CHRIST

No	one	can	truly	love	and	yet	not	give	to	the	object	of	love.	God’s	love	for	the
sinner	did	not	remain	as	a	good	feeling.	It	was	revealed	in	practical	terms.

“For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	he	gave	his	only	Son,
that	whoever	believes	in	him	should	not	perish	but
have	eternal	life”	(John	3:16).

“But	God	shows	his	love	for	us	in	that	while	we	were	yet
sinners	Christ	died	for	us”	(Romans	5:8).

“In	this	the	love	of	God	was	made	manifest	among	us,	that
God	sent	his	only	Son	into	the	world,	so	that	we	might
live	through	him”	(1	John	4:9)

God	gave	Christ	to	die	for	us.	He	gave	the	very	best	that	He	had.	It	must	have
hurt	Him	deeply	to	give	His	only	Son,	but	love	does	not	spare	the	best.

JESUS	CHRIST	AND	HIS	MISSION

The	Bible	tells	us	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	Son	of	God,	(Galatians	2:20).	He	is	one
with	the	Father	(John	10:30).	God	Himself	described	Him	as,



“My	beloved	Son,	with	whom	I	am	well	pleased”
(Matthew	17:5).

Before	coming	to	earth,	Jesus	Christ	always	lived	in	the	immediate	presence	of
God	and	all	the	glory	and	honour	of	heaven	were	His	(John	17:5).	He	was	sent
by	the	Father	into	the	world.

“For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	he	gave	his	only	Son,
that	whoever	believes	in	him	should	not	perish	but
have	eternal	life”	(John	3:16).

He	was	miraculously	 born	 into	 a	 human	 family	 and	 grew	 up	 like	 every	 other
child.	At	the	age	of	thirty,	He	started	His	life’s	work:	went	everywhere	preaching
the	Good	News	 and	 healing	 all	 kinds	 of	 diseases.	His	mission	was	 to	 destroy
Satan’s	works;	for:

“he	himself	likewise	partook	of	the	same	nature,	that
through	death	he	might	destroy	him	who	has	the
power	of	death,	that	is,	the	devil”	(Hebrews	2:14).

“The	reason	the	Son	of	God	appeared	was	to	destroy	the
works	of	the	devil”	(1	John	3:8).

Jesus	 Himself	 said	 that	 He	 was	 sent	 to	 “preach	 good	 news	 to	 the	 poor…
proclaim	 release	 to	 the	 captives	 and	 recovering	 of	 sight	 to	 the	 blind,	 to	 set	 at
liberty	 those	who	 are	 oppressed,	 to	 proclaim	 the	 acceptable	 year	 of	 the	Lord”
(Luke	4:18-19).

Jesus	 set	 Himself	 to	 deal	 with	 the	 sin	 problem:	 the	 problem	 of	 the	 barrier
between	man	and	God.	This	was	the	central	point	of	His	mission:	“The	saying	is
sure	and	worthy	of	full	acceptance,	that	Christ	Jesus	came	into	the	world	to	save
sinners”	(1	Timothy	1:15).	Jesus	Himself	said,



“...the	Son	of	Man	came	to	seek	and	to	save	the	lost.”
(Luke	19:10).

“I	came	not	to	call	the	righteous,	but	sinners”	(Mark	2:17).

He	was	 out	 and	 out	 to	 bring	 the	 sinner	 back	 into	 the	 proper	 relationship	with
God,	 such	 as	Adam	 had	 before	 he	 sinned,	 so	 that,	 like	Adam	 before	 the	 fall,
there	might	be	unhindered	fellowship	between	man	and	God.

Christ’s	mission	was	to	ensure	that	the	broken	relationship	between
man	and	God	was	restored	to	what	it	was	before	sin	came	in.

HOW	JESUS	DID	IT

Jesus	carried	out	His	mighty	work	of	saving	sinners	by	dying	on	the	cross.	This
was	absolutely	necessary;	for:

“without	the	shedding	of	blood	there	is	no	forgiveness	of
sins”	(Hebrews	9:22).

And	Jesus	said,

“This	is	my	blood...	which	is	poured	out	for	many	for	the
forgiveness	of	sins”	(Matthew	26:28).



He	was	not	forced	to	die.	His	death	was	rather	a	personal	choice	for,	long	before
He	was	arrested,	He	said,

“I	lay	down	my	life,	that	I	may	take	it	again.	No	one	takes
it	from	me,	but	I	lay	it	down	of	my	own	accord”	(John
10:17-18).

On	the	cross	He	died	where	each	sinner	ought	to	have	died.	He	tasted	hell	on	the
cross;	for	from	it	He	cried,

“My	God,	my	God,	why	hast	thou	forsaken	me?”	(Mark
15:34).

Hell	will	be	that	place	where	the	eternally	lost	will	cry,	“My	God,	my	God,	why
hast	 thou	 forsaken	me?”	 for	billions	of	years,	but	will	 receive	no	answer.	God
put	 on	Him	 the	 sins	 that	 every	member	 of	 the	 human	 race	 ever	 committed,	 is
committing	 and	will	 ever	 commit,	 and	 sentenced	 sin	 in	Him	 once	 for	 all.	His
death	was	real.	There	was	no	game	in	it.	 Its	reality	was	attested	by	the	Roman
soldiers	who	were	very	experienced	at	the	job.

“But	when	they	came	to	Jesus	and	saw	that	he	was	already
dead,	they	did	not	break	his	legs.	But	one	of	the
soldiers	pierced	his	side	with	a	spear,	and	at	once	there
came	out	blood	and	water”	(John	19:33-34).

After	that,	He	was	buried.

Christ’s	death	for	sin	and	for	the	sinner	is	sufficient	for	the	release	of	the	sinner
and	the	forgiveness	of	his	sin.

“If	the	sprinkling	of	defiled	persons	with	the	blood	of
goats	and	bulls	and	with	the	ashes	of	a	heifer	sanctifies



for	the	purification	of	the	flesh,	how	much	more	shall
the	blood	of	Christ...purify	your	conscience	from	dead
works	to	serve	the	living	God”	(Hebrews	9:13-14).

Christ’s	death	on	the	cross	was	not	only	sufficient,	it	was	final.	It	can	never	be
repeated	and	it	never	will	be	repeated.

“And	by	that	will	we	have	been	sanctified	through	the
offering	of	the	body	of	Jesus	Christ	once	for	all”
(Hebrews	10:10).

“He	has	appeared	ONCE	FOR	ALL	at	the	end	of	the	age
to	put	away	sin	by	the	sacrifice	of	himself”	(Hebrews
9:26);

“There	no	longer	remains	a	sacrifice	for	sins”	(Hebrews
10:26).

Jesus	Himself	said:

“I	have	finished	the	work	which	thou	gavest	me	to	do”
(John	17:4),

and	on	the	cross	He	said,

“It	is	finished”	(John	19:30).

The	 veil	 in	 the	 temple	 that	 separated	 the	Holy	 of	 Holies	 from	 the	 rest	 of	 the
temple	 was	 torn	 from	 top	 to	 bottom	 to	 demonstrate	 that	 the	 barrier	 had	 been
done	away	with	permanently.



WHY	JESUS	DID	IT:	LOVE

Although	man	was	lost	and	needed	to	be	saved,	and	although	the	Father	wanted
him	saved,	this	did	not	put	an	obligation	on	Jesus.	All	that	He	did	was	motivated
by	love.	As	the	Father	so	loved	the	world	that	He	gave	His	Son	for	its	salvation,
so	also	did	Jesus	Christ	 the	Son	love	 the	world	so	much	that	He	gave	Himself
away	for	its	salvation.

In	 all	 His	 teaching,	miracles	 and	 life,	 Jesus	was	 love	 incarnate.	 He	 loved	 the
most	unlovable,	touched	the	most	untouchable	and	made	friends	with	the	rejects
of	society.	Think	of	the	Samaritan	woman	at	the	well,	who	had	been	rejected	by
five	husbands	and	was	trying	it	out	with	a	sixth	man,	when	she	met	Jesus.	Each
of	these	men	saw	her	as	something	to	be	used	and	then	thrown	away.	But	Jesus
saw	her	as	a	person,	loved	her	with	an	all-encompassing	love	that	forgave	her	sin
and	 gave	 her	 a	 fresh	 start	 and	 a	 bright	 future.	 Think	 of	 the	 woman	who	was
caught	 in	 the	 very	 act	 of	 adultery.	Her	 neighbours	 judged	 her	 and	wanted	 her
dead,	but	Jesus	looked	at	her,	loved	her	and	saved	her	from	death	by	stoning.	So
mighty	was	His	 love	 for	 her	 that	 it	 transformed	 her,	 an	 adulteress,	 into	Mary
Magdalene	the	saint.	Think	of	the	despised	and	hated	tax	collector	Zacchaeus,	so
despised	by	all	for	his	wicked	ways,	yet	Jesus	loved	him	and	paid	him	a	personal
visit	that	led	to	his	repentance	and	conversion.	There	is	no	sinner	that	Jesus	does
not	love	in	a	personal	way.	Let	me	illustrate	this	with	a	personal	experience.

On	the	24th	of	December,	1970,	while	I	was	a	postgraduate	student	at	Makerere
University,	Kampala,	 I	wondered	how	 I	 could	best	 spend	 the	Christmas	 eve.	 I
later	decided	to	spend	the	day	in	prayer	and	asked	the	Lord	Jesus	to	send	me	to
people	who	 needed	 to	 know	 the	 real	meaning	 of	Christmas.	At	 seven	 o’clock
that	evening,	I	set	out	on	one	of	the	streets	of	Kampala	telling	everyone	who	was
willing	 to	 listen	 to	 me	 about	 the	 love	 of	 Christ.	 At	 eleven	 o’clock	 as	 I	 was
returning	to	the	University	campus,	I	stopped	by	to	tell	Laban	Jumba,	who	had
promised	to	pray	for	me,	how	it	had	all	gone.	After	a	brief	chat	with	him,	I	began
to	 hurry	 home	 as	 it	was	 rather	 late.	A	 night	watchman	 stopped	me	 and	 asked



about	my	 identity.	 I	 told	 him	who	 I	was	 and	what	 I	 had	been	doing.	 I	 further
inquired	 of	 him	 if	 he	 would	 let	 me	 tell	 him	 something	 about	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.
Upon	obtaining	his	permission,	I	briefly	told	him	about	man’s	need	and	the	love
of	God	as	 revealed	 in	 the	 life,	death	and	 resurrection	of	 Jesus	Christ.	 I	 further
explained	 to	 him	 his	 own	 need	 of	 repentance	 towards	 God	 and	 a	 personal
commitment	 of	 his	 life	 and	 his	 all	 to	 Christ,	 for	 forgiveness	 and	 restoration.
Upon	 hearing	 this,	my	 friend	whom	 I	 shall	 call	Mr.	X,	 asked	me:	 “Can	 Jesus
receive	a	wretched	sinner	like	me?”	He	then	went	on	to	tell	me	the	sad	story	of
his	life.	This	is	what	he	said:

I	was	a	police	officer,	but	when	 I	 found	 that	 soldiers	 earned	more
money	and	had	better	privileges	than	policemen,	I	resigned	from	the
police	force	and	joined	the	army.	After	some	time	I	thought	that	the
best	way	 to	make	money	quickly	was	 to	become	a	businessman.	 I,
therefore,	 resigned	 from	 the	 army	 and	 set	 up	 a	 business.	 When	 I
began	 to	 make	 money,	 many	 women	 came	 into	 my	 life	 and	 each
woman	 took	 away	 more	 money	 from	 me	 than	 the	 previous	 one.
Finally,	I	became	broke	and	my	business	collapsed.	As	a	penniless
man,	I	decided	to	seek	employment	as	a	night-watchman.

Then	he	looked	at	me	with	tears	in	his	eyes	and	asked	again,	“Can	Jesus	receive
a	wretched	sinner	like	me?”	At	that	moment,	I	saw	in	a	new	way	the	glory	of	the
all-loving	Christ	whose	love	is	so	great	that	He	accepts	and	receives	all	kinds	of
repentant	 sinners,	 irrespective	of	 the	degree	of	 their	 sin.	 I	 gladly	 told	him	 that
Jesus	was	just	too	willing	to	receive	him	there	and	then,	if	he	would	repent	and
turn	to	Him.	So	we	bowed	in	prayer	and	Mr.	X	confessed	his	sins	to	God,	asked
for	forgiveness	and	asked	Jesus	to	come	into	his	life	as	his	Saviour	and	Lord.	He
stood	up	from	that	prayer	a	new	man,	his	past	sins	cancelled	and	blotted	out	and
his	reconciliation	to	God	effected	-	all	these	by	the	grace	of	God	and	not	by	his
own	merit.

“For	by	grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith;	and	this



is	not	your	own	doing,	it	is	the	gift	of	God	-	not
because	of	works,	lest	any	man	should	boast”
(Ephesians	2:8-9).

I	kept	in	touch	with	him	and	had	the	joy	of	seeing	him	make	progress	in	his	new
life	with	Christ.

Jesus	is	all-loving.	Everything	that	He	did	and	does	for	the	sinner	is	motivated
by	that	great	love.

A	RISEN	CHRIST:	GOD’S	SEAL	ON	THE	WORK	ON	THE	CROSS

One	crucial	thing	about	the	death	of	Christ	on	the	cross	is	God’s	evaluation	of	it.
This	is	because	the	death	on	the	cross	is	only	as	valuable	as	God	saw	and	sees	it.
If	God	thought	that	it	was	a	failure,	then	it	was	a	failure.	If,	on	the	contrary,	He
thought	it	a	big	success,	then	it	was	indeed	a	success.	Was	God	satisfied	with	it?
Yes,	He	was!	He	showed	His	satisfaction	by	raising	Jesus	Christ	from	the	dead
on	the	third	day.

“God	raised	him	up”	(Acts	2:24);

“God	raised	the	Lord”	(1	Corinthians	6:14);

“God,	who	raised	him	from	the	dead”	(Colossians	2:12).

There	is	an	empty	tomb	(John	20:1-4),	to	testify	to	this.

The	 raising	of	 Jesus	 from	 the	dead	by	God	was	His	 stamp	of	 approval	 on	 the
work	on	the	cross.	It	was	as	if	God	was	saying	something	like	this	to	Christ:	“I
am	 perfectly	 satisfied	 with	 your	 work	 on	 the	 cross	 on	 behalf	 of	 sinners;	 I
approve	of	 it.	Anyone	who	comes	on	the	basis	of	what	you	have	done,	will	be
accepted	by	Me.	Rise	from	the	dead	and	come	and	sit	on	My	right	hand	in	glory



as	 you	 did	 before	 you	went	 to	 the	world.”	 This	 stamp	 of	 approval	 by	God	 is
irrevocable.

BENEFITS	FROM	CHRIST’S	DEATH	AND	RESURRECTION

Jesus	Christ’s	death	on	the	cross	accomplished	a	number	of	things	for	the	sinner.
We	shall	consider	just	a	few	of	these.

JUSTIFICATION

is	the	rendering	of	a	guilty	person	before	a	judge	as	not	guilty.	Our	sin	had	made
us	 guilty	 before	 God,	 but	 through	 Christ’s	 death	 on	 the	 cross,	 He	 made	 it
possible	for	us	to	stand	before	God	just	as	if	we	had	never	sinned.

“We	are	now	justified	by	his	blood”	(Romans	5:9).

Justification	makes	it	possible	for	sinners	to	have	peace	with	God,	for:

“Since	we	are	justified	by	faith,	we	have	peace	with	God”
(Romans	5:1).

A	young	man	committed	a	very	grievous	offence	against	the	law	of	his	country.
He	was	 brought	 before	 the	 judge,	 tried	 and	 found	 guilty.	His	 punishment	was
stated:	 death	 by	 hanging!	 As	 he	 was	 about	 to	 move	 towards	 the	 place	 of	 his
death,	 the	 judge’s	 only	 son	 stepped	 forward	 and	 offered	 to	 be	 punished	 in	 the
place	of	this	young	man.	He	was	stripped	and	hanged	on	the	tree	instead	of	the
young	man.	The	judge’s	son	bore	the	penalty	and	the	young	man	was	justified.
He	was	asked	 to	go	away	“just	as	 if	he	had	never	committed	 the	offence.”	He
was	justified	because	another	took	the	punishment	on	his	behalf.

Christ	did	a	similar	thing.	We,	like	the	young	man,	had	sinned	very	grievously.
We	 had	 been	 tried	 by	 God,	 the	 righteous	 Judge,	 and	 found	 guilty	 and	 our



punishment	(eternal	hell)	declared.	Jesus,	out	of	love	for	us,	took	our	place	and
was	 hanged	 on	 the	 cross	 where	 we	 ought	 to	 have	 been	 hanged.	 In	 this	 way,
God’s	demand	that	sin	must	be	punished	was	met,	and	He	now	says	that	we	may
go	away	as	free	people	who	never	sinned.	This	is	God’s	method	of	setting	sinful
men	free.	It	is	a	very	costly	way,	but	Jesus	paid	the	price	for	us.

“The	Lord	has	laid	on	him	the	iniquity	of	us	all”	(Isaiah
53:6).

“For	Christ	also	died	for	sins	once	for	all,	the	righteous	for
the	unrighteous,	that	he	might	bring	us	to	God”	(1
Peter	3:18);

and,

“For	our	sake	he	made	him	to	be	sin	who	knew	no	sin,	so
that	in	him	we	might	become	the	righteousness	of
God”	(2	Corinthians	5:21).

REDEMPTION	 is	 the	 setting	 free	 through	payment	 of	 a	 ransom,	 of	 a	 person
who	is	held	in	bondage.	Sin	makes	the	sinner	a	prisoner	and	it	has	a	penalty.	By
His	death	on	the	cross	Jesus	set	the	sinner	free	from	both	the	penalty	and	power
of	sin,	by	paying	a	price.

“Christ	redeemed	us	from	the	curse	of	the	law,	having
become	a	curse	for	us”	(Galatians	3:13).

“Jesus	Christ,	who	gave	himself	for	us	to	redeem	us	from
all	iniquity”	(Titus	2:14).

“They	are	justified	by	his	grace	as	a	gift,	through	the
redemption	which	is	in	Christ	Jesus”	(Romans	3:24).



“In	him	we	have	redemption	through	his	blood,	the
forgiveness	of	our	trespasses,	according	to	the	riches
of	his	grace”	(Ephesians	1:7).

Imagine	 a	 slave	 market.	 There	 are	 slave	 owners	 with	 chained	 slaves.	 These
slaves	are	to	be	sold	to	some	far	off	country.	They	are	in	chains	and	cannot	set
themselves	free.	Suddenly,	a	big	boss	comes	into	the	market,	pays	the	price	for
each	 slave,	 takes	 away	 the	 chains	 and	 the	 marks	 inflicted	 by	 the	 chains,	 and
declares	 the	 slaves	 free.	How	wonderful!	 Jesus	 did	 just	 that.	We	were	 Satan’s
slaves	and	imprisoned	by	him,	and	we	were	meant	to	share	his	home	(hell)	with
him.	On	 the	 cross,	 Jesus	paid	 the	price	 for	our	 liberation	 and	now	declares	us
free.	The	freed	slave	requires	a	new	home.	Jesus	also	made	provision	for	this	by
His	death	on	the	cross.	He	first	lifted	us	out	of	the	kingdom	of	our	former	master
(Satan)	and	placed	us	into	an	entirely	new	Kingdom,	which	is	His.

“He	has	delivered	us	from	the	dominion	of	darkness	and
transferred	us	to	the	kingdom	of	his	beloved	Son,	in
whom	we	have	redemption,	the	forgiveness	of	sins”
(Colossians	1:13-14).

The	story	is	told	of	a	young	man	who	fell	into	a	pit.	Many	people	passed	by	and,
in	 order	 to	 be	 safe,	 stood	 at	 a	 comfortable	 distance	 from	 the	 pit.	 From	 that
distance,	they	began	to	try	and	sympathise	with	him.	Some	made	suggestions	to
him	on	how	he	might	get	himself	out	of	the	pit.	One	person	said	to	him,	“Believe
that	there	is	one	God	and	you	will	be	out	of	the	pit.”	The	man	in	the	pit	replied
that	he	had	never	doubted	the	fact	that	there	is	one	God.	He	further	said	that	he
believed	that	absolutely.	That,	however,	did	not	get	him	out	of	the	pit.	Another
person	told	him	that	all	that	was	required	to	get	him	out	of	the	pit,	was	for	him	to
fast	and	pray	many	times	a	day.	He	tried	to	pray	and	since	there	was	no	food	in
the	 pit,	 fasting	 posed	 no	 problem	 to	 him.	This	 also	 failed	 to	 get	 him	out.	The
third	person	 suggested	 that	 he	needed	 to	 attend	 church	 services	 in	 a	 particular
denominational	church	and	pay	all	his	subscriptions,	and	all	would	be	well.	He



replied	 that	 he	 did,	 in	 fact,	 belong	 to	 that	 denomination	 and	 was	 a	 financial
member	in	the	said	church,	but	since	he	was	in	the	pit,	he	needed	to	get	out	of	it
in	order	 to	be	able	 to	attend	church	services	and	bring	his	 financial	position	 in
the	church	up	to	date.	The	next	man	advising	him	asked,	“Are	you	sure	that	you
are	baptized	and	confirmed?	This	is	all	important	for	getting	you	out	of	the	pit.”
He	replied	that	he	was	fully	baptized	and	confirmed	and	that	his	Christian	name
was	John,	and	that	before	falling	into	the	pit,	he	partook	of	the	Holy	Communion
regularly.	He	then	added	with	deep	frustration,	“But	all	this	does	not	seem	to	be
able	to	get	me	out	of	this	pit.”	Finally,	someone	great	and	noble	came	along.	He
went	 very	 close	 to	 the	 pit	 and	 saw	 the	 fallen	 man’s	 plight.	 He	 took	 off	 his
clothing	and	wore	rags	and,	entering	the	pit,	lifted	the	fallen	man	out	of	it.	In	the
process	of	lifting	him	out,	he	bruised	himself	and	blood	flowed	out.	Outside	the
pit,	 he	 took	 the	 dirty	 clothes	 off	 the	 fallen	man	 and	 put	 on	 him	 his	 own	 rich
clothing,	saying	to	the	man,	“I	can	get	others	for	myself.”

Jesus	 did	 just	 that.	 We	 had	 all	 fallen	 into	 “the	 pit	 of	 sin.”	 All	 human
philosophical	 and	 religious	 attempts	 at	 getting	 us	 out	 had	 failed.	 Seeing	 our
helplessness,	Jesus	came	right	into	our	situation.	He	unrobed	Himself	of	all	His
heavenly	glory	and	took	upon	Himself	our	humanity,	that	He	might	get	us	out	of
our	mess	of	sin	and	clothe	us	with	His	glory.

The	 need	 for	 a	 personal	 experience	 of	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 as	 personal	 Saviour	 is
further	borne	out	by	the	following	testimony	of	a	young	lady.	She	says,	“I	was
born	into	a	religious	family,	my	father	being	a	church	minister.	In	infancy,	I	was
duly	baptized	and	when	I	became	of	age,	I	was	confirmed.	I	dutifully	attended
Sunday	School	 classes	 and	had	nothing	 against	God	or	 Jesus	Christ.	 In	 fact,	 I
loved	 God	 in	 a	 vague	 kind	 of	 way,	 although	 I	 did	 not	 know	 Him!	While	 in
secondary	school,	 I	was	an	active	member	of	 the	Student	Christian	Movement
and	maintained	a	high	moral	standard.	After	secondary	school,	I	got	myself	well
grounded	 in	 church	 going,	 and	 even	 joined	 the	 choir	 and	 the	 Christian	Youth
group,	where	I	was	elected	a	committee	member.	 In	 the	group,	we	carried	out,
among	other	 things,	hospital	 and	prison	visitation,	 and	 I	 took	an	active	part	 in
these	activities.	Church	going	had	become	such	an	integral	part	of	my	being	that



I	felt	ill	whenever	I	could	not	go	to	church	for	one	reason	or	the	other.	Even	after
dancing	 until	 the	 early	 hours	 of	 Sunday	morning,	 I	 always	managed	 to	 go	 to
church,	 even	 though	 this	 meant	 that	 at	 times	 I	 slept	 throughout	 most	 of	 the
service.	With	 such	 involvement	 and	 zeal	 in	 Christian	 things	 and	 not	 knowing
that	there	was	something	more	in	the	Christian	life,	I	thought	myself	a	very	good
Christian.	Some	of	my	friends	even	thought	that	I	was	getting	too	involved	with
God.	This	 state	of	 things	continued	until	 I	 left	 the	country	and	went	abroad	 to
study.	There	I	joined	the	Christian	Union	as	usual.	I	was,	however,	surprised	that
the	members	of	 this	union	talked	and	lived	as	if	Jesus	was	everything	to	them.
They	even	claimed	to	know	Him	personally.	I	would	have	rejected	their	claims
as	 presumptuous	 had	 it	 not	 been	 for	 the	 fact	 that	 their	 lives	 showed	 that	 they
possessed	something	positive	which	I	lacked,	which	they	attributed	to	the	inner
working	of	 Jesus	 in	 their	 lives.	As	 I	 continued	 in	 that	union,	 I	was	 shown	my
need	of	a	personal	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ.	I	then	repented	of	all	the	sins
that	I	could	remember	to	have	committed	against	God	and	man,	then	turned	my
heart	and	 life	 to	Jesus	Christ	and	begged	Him	 to	come	and	 live	 in	me.	He	did
come	into	my	heart	and	life,	and	my	life	and	christian	involvement	then	took	on
a	new	dimension.	These	activities	were	now	done	as	an	outflow	of	my	new	life
in	Christ.	It	is	nine	years	since	I	first	came	into	this	life-giving	experience	with
Christ,	and	I	continue	to	rejoice	in	Him	as	my	Saviour	and	Lord.”

RECONCILIATION	 is	 the	making	of	peace	between	enemies.	As	a	 result	 of
our	sin,	we	were	at	enmity	with	God,	but	Christ’s	death	on	the	cross	healed	that
enmity.	The	Bible	says,

“While	we	were	still	weak,	at	the	right	time	Christ	died
for	the	ungodly.	Why,	one	will	hardly	die	for	a
righteous	man	-	though	perhaps	for	a	good	man	one
will	dare	even	to	die.	But	God	shows	his	love	for	us	in
that	while	we	were	yet	sinners	Christ	died	for	us”
(Romans	5:6-8).



“While	we	were	enemies	we	were	reconciled	to	God	by
the	death	of	his	Son”	(Romans	5:10).

“…God,	who	through	Christ	reconciled	us	to	himself”	(2
Corinthians	5:18).

“But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	you	who	once	were	far	off	have
been	brought	near	in	the	blood	of	Christ”	(Ephesians
2:13);

“…for	through	him	we	both	have	access	in	one	Spirit	to
the	Father”	(Ephesians	2:18).

The	barrier	between	man	and	God	was	bridged	by	the	Cross.



ADOPTION	The	freed	slave	does	not	only	need	a	new	home.	He	needs	a	new
status.	Christ’s	death	on	 the	cross	 also	made	provision	 for	 this.	The	process	 is
called	 adoption	 -	 a	 process	 in	which	 the	 full	 rights	 of	 a	 son	 are	 conferred	 on
someone	who	is	not	one’s	son	by	birth.

“When	we	were	children,	we	were	slaves	to	the	elemental
spirits	of	the	universe.	But	when	the	time	had	fully
come,	God	sent	forth	his	Son...	to	redeem	those	who
were	under	the	law,	so	that	we	might	receive	adoption
as	sons”	(Galatians	4:3-6).

“You	have	received	the	spirit	of	sonship...the	Spirit	himself
bearing	witness	with	our	spirit	that	we	are	the	children
of	God,	and	if	children,	then	heirs,	heirs	of	God	and
fellow	heirs	with	Christ”	(Romans	8:15-17).

By	Christ’s	death	on	the	cross	this	possibility	of	becoming	God’s	child	is	open	to
everyone	in	general	and	to	you	in	particular.	You	can	indeed	become	a	child	of
God	and	enjoy	all	the	rights	of	a	son,	even	to	the	extent	of	sharing	the	throne	of
God	with	Jesus	Christ,	God’s	begotten	Son.

“But	to	all	who	received	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,
he	gave	the	power	to	become	the	children	of	God”
(John	1:12).

QUESTIONS

1.	 What	is	God’s	will	for	every	sinner?
2.	 How	did	God	show	His	love	for	the	sinner?
3.	 Give	two	reasons	why	Jesus	came	into	the	world.	Use	Bible	verses	in



your	answer.
4.	 How	did	Jesus	carry	out	His	work	of	saving	sinners?
5.	 Was	Christ	forced	to	die?
6.	 Do	you	know	one	particular	person	for	whom	Christ	died	on	the	Cross?
7.	 Give	one	Bible	verse	that	says	that	Christ’s	sacrifice	on	the	Cross	was

final	and	that	henceforth	no	other	sacrifice	was	necessary.
8.	 Since	Jesus	was	not	forced	to	die,	what	moved	Him	to	die	on	the	Cross

for	the	salvation	of	sinners?
9.	 Is	there	a	sinner	who	has	sinned	so	much	that	Jesus	would	not	receive

him?
10.	 What	did	God	do	to	show	that	He	was	satisfied	with	Christ’s	work	on

the	Cross?
11.	 Say	in	your	own	words	what	justification	means.
12.	 How	are	we	justified?
13.	 What	is	redemption?	What	did	Christ	do	to	redeem	the	sinner?
14.	 Look	again	at	the	story	of	the	young	man	who	fell	into	a	pit.	Five

people	tried	to	help	him	out.	Which	of	them	represents	the	Lord	Jesus?
Explain.

15.	 What	is	reconciliation?	Why	do	you	as	a	sinner	need	to	be	reconciled	to
God?

16.	 What	is	adoption?	Is	it	possible	for	a	sinner	to	become	a	child	of	God?
How?

17.	 Memorise	John	3:16	and	Isaiah	53:6.
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GOD	FORGIVES	YOU

WHAT	YOU	MUST	DO

od	 in	 Christ	 has	 done	 everything	 that	 is	 necessary	 for	 the	 sinner	 to	 be
forgiven.	 The	 only	 thing	 that	 is	 left	 is	 the	 sinner’s	 response.	 This	 is

important	 because	 God’s	 forgiveness,	 which	 is	 based	 on	 Christ’s	 death	 and
resurrection,	is	only	effective	for	those	who	respond	rightly.	You	must	respond,
first	of	all,	because	you	do	not	want	 to	 treat	all	 that	Christ	did	 for	you	 lightly.
You	want	to	be	grateful.	Secondly,	because	you	need	forgiveness	for	all	the	sins
that	you	have	committed	and	you	want	the	penalty	of	your	sins	to	be	cancelled.
Thirdly,	because	you	need	Christ	 to	 live	the	type	of	 life	 that	God	wants	you	to
live.

There	are	some	things	you	should	do	to	be	forgiven.

THE	FIRST	IS:	ADMIT

that	you	are	a	sinner.	Tell	God	that	you	have	personally	sinned	in	your	actions,	in
your	words	 and	 in	your	 thoughts.	Tell	Him	all	 the	 sins	you	 remember	 to	have
committed	against	Him,	and	against	any	other	person.	Be	specific.	If	you	stole,
tell	Him	what	you	stole	and	from	whom	you	stole	it.	If	you	were	immoral,	 tell
Him	with	whom	you	committed	the	immorality.	If	you	lied,	tell	Him	all	the	lies
you	can	remember.	Take	your	time	about	this,	even	if	it	lasts	for	many	hours.	Do



not	leave	out	any	sin	that	you	remember	and	do	not	try	to	hide	some,	for

“he	who	conceals	his	transgressions	will	not	prosper,	but
he	who	confesses	and	forsakes	them	will	obtain
mercy”	(Proverbs	28:13).

Tell	God	that	you	are	sorry	for	your	sins,	and	ask	Him	to	forgive	you.

“Godly	grief	produces	a	repentance	that	leads	to	salvation
and	brings	no	regret,	but	worldly	grief	produces
death”	(2	Corinthians	7:10).

If	you	are	truly	sorry	for	your	sins,	you	will	determine	to	put	them	away	-	to	stop
sinning.

“Let	the	wicked	forsake	his	way,	and	the	unrighteous	man
his	thoughts;	let	him	return	to	the	Lord,	that	he	may
have	mercy	on	him,	and	to	our	God,	for	he	will
abundantly	pardon”	(Isaiah	55:7).

You	may	have	 to	 return	 the	 things	you	 stole	or,	 at	 least,	 confess	 to	 the	people
involved	 that	 you	 stole	 their	 things.	 You	 will	 have	 to	 put	 some	 of	 the	 chaos
caused	by	your	past	 life	 in	order.	This	 is	costly	and	may	make	you	 look	small
before	some	people,	but	all	the	same,	do	it.	Christ	will	give	you	a	new	reputation
and,	after	all,	 the	most	 important	 thing	is	God’s	opinion	of	you	and	not	 that	of
man.

THE	SECOND	THING	IS:	BELIEVE

that	Christ	died	 for	you.	This	means	 that	with	your	whole	heart,	mind	and	all,
you	believe	that	Jesus	Christ	actually	died	on	the	cross	for	the	whole	world	and
for	you	as	an	individual.	In	believing	this	you	are	saying	that	all	attempts	to	get



to	heaven	by	good	works	and	keeping	the	commandments	are	useless.

“No	human	being	will	be	justified	in	his	sight	by	works	of
the	law”	(Romans	3:20).

In	believing	that	Christ	died	for	you,	you	are	also	saying	that	He	is	the	only	One
who	can	forgive	sins	and	restore	you	to	a	proper	relationship	with	God,	and	that
any	other	person	or	any	other	system	that	claims	 to	do	 the	same	 is	completely
mistaken	and	very	wrong.

“And	there	is	salvation	in	no	one	else,	for	there	is	no	other
name	under	heaven	given	among	men	by	which	we
must	be	saved”	(Acts	4:12).

“There	is	one	God,	and	there	is	one	mediator	between
God	and	men,	the	man	Christ	Jesus”	(1	Timothy	2:5).

Jesus	Himself	said,

“I	am	the	way,	and	the	truth,	and	the	life;	no	one	comes	to
the	Father,	but	by	me”	(John	14:6).

Finally,	in	believing	that	Christ	died	for	you,	you	are	duty	bound	to	live	for	Him.

“He	died	for	all,	that	those	who	live	might	live	NO
LONGER	FOR	THEMSELVES	BUT	FOR	HIM	who
for	their	sake	died	and	was	raised”	(2	Corinthians
5:15).

This	 means	 that	 you	 are	 prepared	 to	 surrender	 yourself	 to	 him	 completely,
holding	nothing	back,	since	He	did	not	hold	anything	back,	but	gave	His	whole
self	for	you	on	the	cross.	Think	seriously	about	this	and	count	the	cost.



THE	THIRD	THING	IS:	COME

to	Him	and	make	Him	your	Saviour	and	Lord.	He	died	for	you	and	rose	again.
Now,	 you	 respond	 to	 His	 death	 and	 resurrection.	 Receive	 Him.	 “To	 all	 who
received	Him...	 he	gave	power	 to	become	children	of	God”	 (John	1:12).	 Jesus
Christ	said,	“Behold,	I	stand	at	the	door,	and	knock;	if	any	one	hears	my	voice
and	opens	the	door,	I	will	come	in	to	him”	(Revelation	3:20).	He	is	knocking	at
your	door.	All	that	you	have	been	reading	in	this	book	is	a	message	to	you	from
Him.	He	wants	you	to	open	the	“door”	of	your	heart	and	life	and	to	receive	Him.
He	is	knocking	right	now.

A	TIME	FOR	ACTION

Do	not	postpone	receiving	Him.	Act	now.	It	is	urgent.

“Behold	now	is	the	acceptable	time;	behold,	now	is	the
day	of	salvation”	(2	Corinthians	6:2)

“Today,	when	you	hear	his	voice,	do	not	harden	your
hearts”	(Hebrews	3:15).

The	invitation	is	urgent.	Jesus	is	waiting	and	says,

“Come	to	me...and	I	will	give	you	rest”	(Matthew	11:28).

Do	not	put	it	off	until	the	evening	or	tomorrow.	There	are	a	number	of	reasons
why	putting	off	 the	decision	until	another	 time	is	very	unwise.	The	first	 is	 that
God	has	said,	TODAY.	If	you	say,	“tomorrow”,	you	are	either	saying	that	God	is
wrong	or	 that	 you	 are	 foolish.	The	 second	 is	 that	God	may	give	 you	up.	God
gives	up	people	who	do	not	want	to	act	on	the	truth	they	know	(Romans	1:18-
20),	and	He	hardens	the	hearts	of	those	who	initially	harden	their	hearts	against



Him.	Thirdly,	death	may	come	upon	you	suddenly.	You	are	not	too	young	or	too
old	to	die.	You	can	be	taken	by	surprise.	Are	you	prepared	to	meet	God	as	you
are?	To	postpone	is	to	reject	Him.	So	you	should	act	now!!!

RECEIVING	CHRIST

You	can	 receive	Him	by	 simply	 telling	Him	 in	prayer	 to	come	 into	your	heart
and	life.	Below	is	a	suggested	prayer	inviting	Jesus	into	a	life.	If	you	want	Him
to	come	into	your	 life	right	now,	you	should	pray	in	 the	following	words	or	 in
words	of	your	own,	and	Jesus	will	come	into	your	heart.

“Lord	 Jesus,	 I	 (MR./MRS/MISS/DR/REV/EL	 HADJ..	 have
personally	 sinned	against	You	 in	my	 thoughts,	 in	my	words	and	 in
my	actions.	Nothing	that	I	can	do	on	my	own	can	take	away	my	sin.
I	deserve	to	go	to	hell.	But	You	died	for	a	helpless	sinner	like	me	so
that	I	can	be	forgiven.	I	surrender	myself	to	You	completely,	holding
nothing	back.	Take	away	all	my	sins	and	come	into	my	heart	by	Your
Holy	Spirit	as	my	own	Saviour	and	Lord,	and	do	with	my	life	as	You
desire.	 I	 will	 follow	 You	 at	 any	 cost.	 Thank	 You	 for	 hearing	 my
prayer	and	coming	into	my	heart.	Amen.”

If	you	have	prayed	this	prayer	very	sincerely,	then	Jesus	has,	straight	away,	come
to	live	in	you	by	His	Holy	Spirit.

QUESTIONS

1.	 Since	Christ	died	on	the	Cross	for	all	sinners,	are	all	sinners	therefore
automatically	forgiven,	saved?

2.	 Explain	simply	the	four	steps	that	a	sinner	must	follow	in	order	to	be
forgiven.



3.	 Do	you	want	to	be	forgiven?
4.	 Have	you	decided	to	stop	sinning?
5.	 Have	you	done	what	you	must	do	to	receive	God’s	forgiveness.
6.	 Give	one	important	reason	why	you	must	not	postpone	your	decision	to

receive	God’s	forgiveness,	why	you	must	receive	Christ	today.
7.	 How	can	a	sinner	receive	the	Lord	Jesus?	Have	you	personally	received

Christ?
8.	 Memorise	John	1:12.
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BECAUSE	YOU	ARE	FORGIVEN

ou	are	NOW	forgiven	by	God.	He	has	taken	away	your	sins	completely.
He	says,

“If	we	confess	our	sins,	he	is	faithful	and	just,	and	will
forgive	us	our	sins	and	cleanse	us	from	ALL
unrighteousness”	(1	John	1:9).

He	has	done	just	that	for	you	who	have	received	Him.	He	has	not	only	forgiven
you.	He	has	forgotten!	What	a	wonderful	God!!	He	says;

“I	will	remember	their	sins	and	their	misdeeds	NO
MORE”	(Hebrews	10:17).

And	again,

“Thou	wilt	cast	ALL	our	sins	into	the	depths	of	the	sea”
(Micah	7:19).

There	 is	 no	more	 condemnation	 for	 you	 (Romans	 8:1).	Your	 record	 of	 sins	 is
cancelled	forthwith,	and	the	film	destroyed	permanently.	You	are	now	the	object
of	God’s	special	love	and	favour.	Do	not	depend	on	your	feelings.	Depend	on	the
promises	of	the	God	who	cannot	lie,	for



“God	is	not	man,	that	he	should	lie”	(Numbers	23:19).

If	in	future	you	commit	any	sin,	just	turn	immediately	to	the	Saviour	who	lives
in	you	and	ask	for	forgiveness.	You	are	now	His	child.	He	will	never	get	tired	of
forgiving	you.	Only	do	not	sin	deliberately.

ETERNAL	LIFE

Because	you	are	now	forgiven,	you	have	eternal	life.	It	has	indeed	begun	for	you
and	will	continue	in	heaven.	The	apostle	John,	in	writing	about	this,	says,

“God	gave	us	eternal	life,	and	this	life	is	in	his	Son.	He
who	has	the	Son	has	life;	he	who	has	not	the	Son	of
God	has	not	life.	I	write	this	to	you	who	believe	in	the
name	of	the	Son	of	God,	that	you	may	KNOW	that
you	have	eternal	life”	(1	John	5:11-13).

Jesus	also	said,

“My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	know	them,	and	they
follow	me;	and	I	give	them	eternal	life,	and	they	shall
never	perish,	and	no	one	shall	snatch	them	out	of	my
hand”	(John	10:27-28).

“For	the	wages	of	sin	is	death,	but	the	free	gift	of	God	is
eternal	life	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord”	(Romans	6:23).

ETERNAL	SECURITY

Because	 you	 are	 now	 forgiven,	 you	 will	 not	 lose	 your	 salvation.	 God’s
forgiveness	 is	 not	 for	 a	 few	 seconds	or	days	or	years.	 It	 is	 for	 ever.	You	have



been	born	 into	God’s	 family,	 and	you	 shall	 no	more	 be	 born	 out	 of	 it.	God	 is
going	to	guard	the	life	He	has	given	you,	cause	it	to	grow	and	flourish,	and	keep
it	safe.	Jesus	says,

“My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	know	them,	and	they
follow	me;	and	I	give	them	eternal	life,	and	they	shall
never	perish,	and	NO	ONE	shall	snatch	them	out	of
my	hand.	My	Father,	who	has	given	them	to	me,	is
greater	than	all,	and	NO	ONE	is	able	to	snatch	them
out	of	the	Father’s	hand.	I	and	the	Father	are	one”
(John	10:27-30).

So	 you	 have	 a	 three-fold	 security:	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 in	 you,	 Jesus’	 hand	 around
you,	and	God	the	Father’s	hand	around	the	hand	of	Jesus.	What	security!!	Keep
hearing	His	voice	and	keep	following	Him,	and	your	eternal	 life	is	guaranteed.
Do	 not	 abuse	 this	 guarantee	 by	 going	 back	 to	 your	 sinful	 ways.	 You	 have
become	a	new	creature	in	Christ.	Let	the	way	you	live	reflect	this.

Very	 recently,	 I	 bought	 a	 car.	The	young	man	who	went	with	me	 to	 show	me
where	the	registration	is	done	asked	me	to	declare	a	lower	price	than	what	I	had
paid	for	it,	so	that	I	would	pay	a	much	lower	registration	tax.	I	told	him	that	such
an	action	would	be	wrong.	He	replied	 that	 I	would	be	cheating	no	one	but	 the
government,	and	that	every	one	cheats	the	government	whenever	it	can	safely	be
done.	I	finally	told	him	that	whether	or	not	everybody	did	it,	did	not	make	it	a
right	action,	and	I	was	not	going	to	follow	suit.	He	then	said	to	me,	“You	are	the
biggest	 fool	 I	 have	 met	 in	 this	 country,	 a	 fool	 who	 is	 willing	 to	 throw	 away
money.”	This	is	part	of	being	a	new	creature	in	Christ	with	an	eternal	security,
that	 is,	 to	 be	 honest	 at	 all	 times,	 even	 if	 it	means	 that	we	 are	 called	 “biggest
fools.”	Be	prepared	to	be	a	“fool”	for	Christ.	His	“fools”	are	wonderful.

“For	the	foolishness	of	God	is	wiser	than	men,	and	the
weakness	of	God	is	stronger	than	men”	(1	Corinthians



1:25).

HEAVENLY	CITIZENSHIP

Because	 you	 are	 now	 forgiven;	 you	 have	 been	 transferred	 from	 the	 devil’s
kingdom	into	the	Kingdom	of	Christ	(Colossians	1:13-14).	You	are	now	a	citizen
of	heaven	(Hebrews	13:14).	You	may	be	wondering	how	a	very	unworthy	person
like	you	can	receive	the	full	citizenship	of	heaven.	You	may	feel	that	you	do	not
deserve	it.	You	are	right	in	feeling	unworthy	and	undeserving,	but,	nevertheless,
your	heavenly	citizenship	is	your	present	standing	as	a	forgiven	sinner.	Let	me
illustrate	this	with	a	true	story.

Many	years	ago,	in	the	colonial	era,	when	every	white	person	was	a
dignitary,	an	important	football	match	was	to	take	place	at	Kampala.
All	 important	personalities	were	invited.	A	certain	missionary,	as	a
white	 dignitary,	 was	 given	 a	 special	 V.I.P.	 pass	 to	 the	 match,	 but
owing	 to	 pressing	 duties,	 he	 gave	 his	 pass	 to	 one	 of	 his	 primary
school	 teachers	 to	attend	 the	match	 in	his	place.	When	 the	 teacher
got	to	the	stadium,	by	the	looks	of	his	unimpressive	clothing,	he	was
asked	to	go	away.	When	he	insisted	and	said	that	he	had	a	ticket,	he
was	asked	 to	go	 to	 the	open	stand	where	people	with	 the	cheapest
tickets	stood.	On	his	way	to	that	stand	he	met	another	police	officer
who	did	not	look	at	his	appearance	but	at	his	ticket.	On	seeing	that
he	had	a	V.I.P.	pass,	he	said	 to	him,	“You	are	 for	 that	comfortable
stand	there.	Your	ticket	indicates	that.”	So	this	poorly	dressed	man
went	to	that	stand	and,	as	he	showed	his	ticket	to	the	police	officers
in	 attendance,	 he	was	 asked	 to	 go	 higher	 and	 higher	 up	 the	 stairs
until	 he	 got	 to	 the	 topmost	 one,	 and	 found	 himself	 next	 to	 the
famous	king	of	Buganda	and	the	colonial	governor	of	Uganda.	On
his	own	merit	he	deserved	nothing,	but	by	virtue	of	the	pass	that	he
received	undeservedly,	he	was	given	a	place	of	the	highest	honour.



At	the	moment	you	receive	Jesus	Christ	as	your	personal	Saviour,	even	though
you	 have	 no	 personal	 merits	 of	 your	 own,	 God,	 however,	 confers	 upon	 you
spiritual	greatness.	He	gives	you	heavenly	citizenship	free	of	charge,	makes	you
His	ambassador	on	earth	with	special	diplomatic	status	and	duties,	and	at	death
gives	 you	 a	 ticket	 to	 all	 the	 banquets	 in	 heaven.	 All	 these	 honours	 are	 yours
because	of	your	special	relationship	to	Jesus	Christ.

TELL	OTHERS

Jesus	told	the	people	he	healed	to	go	home	and	tell	others.

“Go	home	to	your	friends,	and	tell	them	how	much	the
Lord	has	done	for	you,	and	how	he	has	had	mercy	on
you”	(Mark	5:19).

He	was	obeyed,	for	in	one	instance,	we	are	told	that	the	man	who	was	healed

“went	away	and	began	to	proclaim	in	the	Decapolis	how
much	Jesus	had	done	for	him;	and	all	men	marvelled”
(Mark	5:20).

You,	too,	have	been	healed	of	the	disease	of	sin	and	forgiven	by	God.	Because
you	are	now	forgiven,	go	and	tell	others:	your	family	members,	your	friends	and
everybody.	BEGIN	TODAY.	Some	will	laugh	at	you;	others	will	persecute	you,
but	go	on.	After	all,	they	did	the	same	to	your	Saviour	and	what	they	did	to	the
Master,	they	will	do	to	the	servant.	Let	them	see	by	the	way	you	talk	and	act	that
what	you	are	saying	is	true.

PRAY	EVERY	DAY

Because	you	are	now	forgiven	and	made	a	child	of	God,	you	can	talk	directly	to



God.	He	is	now	your	Father.	There	is	no	longer	a	barrier	between	you	and	Him.
Make	a	special	time	when	you	can	really	talk	to	Him,	telling	Him	how	you	love
Him	and	how	grateful	you	are	to	Him	for	saving	you.	Ask	Him	for	ANYTHING
you	need	and	put	the	needs	of	your	family,	friends	and	enemies	before	Him.	Just
be	free	with	Him	and	tell	Him	anything	and	everything.	He	says,

“Truly,	truly,	I	say	unto	you,	if	you	ask	anything	of	the
Father,	he	will	give	it	to	you	in	my	name”	(John
16:23).

Sometimes,	just	stay	quiet	before	Him	and	He	will	speak	to	your	heart.	You	can
also	talk	to	Him	at	any	place	and	at	any	time,	in	a	bus,	on	the	field,	in	bed,	in	the
morning,	 at	 noon,	 at	midnight	 -	 anytime,	 anywhere.	He	will	 never	 be	 tired	 of
listening	to	you.	He	desires	to	hear	you	talk	to	Him.	It	pleases	Him.

READ	THE	BIBLE	EVERY	DAY

The	Bible	 is	God’s	Word	 to	you.	Because	you	are	 forgiven,	 read	 it	prayerfully
every	day.	Also	set	a	special	 time	for	doing	so:	maybe	 just	before	or	 just	after
your	special	time	of	prayer.	Begin	with	St.	John’s	gospel	and	read	it	from	start	to
finish.	Go	as	quickly	as	possible	and	read	the	whole	New	Testament	twice	in	the
next	six	months.	Have	a	note	book	in	which	you	write	out	what	God	is	saying	to
you,	and	some	verses	which	you	have	memorised.	The	Bible	will	keep	you	away
from	sin,	but	sin	will	also	try	to	keep	you	away	from	it.	Do	not	give	in	to	Satan,
but	resist	him	and	he	will	flee	from	you.	(James	4	:	7-8).

FINALLY

Finally,	 press	 on	 with	 the	 Lord	 at	 all	 costs.	 Do	 not	 give	 up,	 even	 if	 you	 are
persecuted.	Remember	that,



“It	has	been	granted	to	you	that	for	the	sake	of	Christ	you
should	not	only	believe	in	him	but	also	suffer	for	his
sake”	(Philippians	1:29).

This	suffering	will	be	rewarded.	Jesus	is	preparing	a	wonderful	place	for	you	in
heaven,	 and	 as	 a	 reward	 for	 your	 faithfulness,	 you	will	 sit	 on	 the	 throne	with
Him.

QUESTIONS

Are	your	sins	forgiven?	Support	your	answer	with	Bible	verses.

1.	 What	is	eternal	life?
2.	 Do	you	have	eternal	life?	How	do	you	know?	(Use	a	Bible	verse).
3.	 When	did	eternal	life	begin	in	you?
4.	 How	can	someone	who	is	a	Cameroonian	also	become	a	citizen	of

heaven?
5.	 Name	one	responsibility	of	someone	whose	sins	are	forgiven.
6.	 What	must	you	do	to	strengthen	your	new	life?	(Two	things).

Memorise	1	John	5:11	–	13.
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This	 is	 what	 Jesus	 strove	 to	 establish	 by	 his	 own
life.	 	 This	 is	 also	 what	 the	 ministry	 of	 Jesus'
apostles	was	expected	to	produce.

This	 book	 establishes	 doctrinal	 truths	 without
confusion.	It	will	go	a	long	way	in	helping	to	lead
young	 believers	 to	 a	 fruitful	 life	 full	 of	 spiritual
experience	and	confidence.

It	is	a	must	read	before	and	after	conversion.

Zacharias	Tanee	Fomum



VERY	IMPORTANT!!!

If	you	have	not	yet	received	Jesus	as	your	Lord	and	Saviour,	I	encourage	you	to
receive	Him.	Here	are	some	steps	to	help	you,

ADMIT	 that	you	are	a	 sinner	by	nature	and	by	practice	and	 that	on	your	own
you	are	without	hope.	Tell	God	you	have	personally	sinned	against	Him	in	your
thoughts,	 words	 and	 deeds.	 Confess	 your	 sins	 to	 Him,	 one	 after	 another	 in	 a
sincere	prayer.	Do	not	leave	out	any	sins	that	you	can	remember.	Truly	turn	from
your	sinful	ways	and	abandon	them.	If	you	stole,	steal	no	more.	If	you	have	been
committing	adultery	or	fornication,	stop	it.	God	will	not	forgive	you	if	you	have
no	desire	to	stop	sinning	in	all	areas	of	your	life,	but	if	you	are	sincere,	He	will
give	you	the	power	to	stop	sinning.

BELIEVE	that	Jesus	Christ,	who	is	God’s	Son,	is	the	only	Way,	the	only	Truth
and	the	only	Life.	Jesus	said,

“I	am	the	way,	the	truth	and	the	life;	no	one	comes	to	the
Father,	but	by	me”	(John	14:6).

The	Bible	says,

“For	there	is	one	God,	and	there	is	one	mediator	between
God	and	men,	the	man	Christ	Jesus,	who	gave	himself
as	a	ransom	for	all”	(1	Timothy	2:5-6).



“And	there	is	salvation	in	no	one	else	(apart	from	Jesus),
for	there	is	no	other	name	under	heaven	given	among
men	by	which	we	must	be	saved”	(Acts	4:12).

But	to	all	who	received	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he
gave	power	to	become	children	of	God...”	(John
1:12).

BUT,

CONSIDER	the	cost	of	following	Him.	Jesus	said	that	all	who	follow	Him	must
deny	 themselves,	 and	 this	 includes	 selfish	 financial,	 social	 and	 other	 interests.
He	also	wants	His	 followers	 to	 take	up	 their	crosses	and	follow	Him.	Are	you
prepared	 to	 abandon	 your	 own	 interests	 daily	 for	 those	 of	 Christ?	 Are	 you
prepared	 to	 be	 led	 in	 a	 new	direction	by	Him?	Are	you	prepared	 to	 suffer	 for
Him	and	die	for	Him	if	need	be?	Jesus	will	have	nothing	to	do	with	half-hearted
people.	His	demands	are	 total.	He	will	only	 receive	and	 forgive	 those	who	are
prepared	 to	 follow	Him	AT	ANY	COST.	Think	 about	 it	 and	 count	 the	 cost.	 If
you	are	prepared	to	follow	Him,	come	what	may,	then	there	is	something	to	do.

INVITE	Jesus	to	come	into	your	heart	and	life.	He	says,

“Behold	I	stand	at	the	door	and	knock.	If	anyone	hears	my
voice	and	opens	the	door	(to	his	heart	and	life),	I	will
come	in	to	him	and	eat	with	him,	and	he	with	me	”
(Revelation	3:20).

Why	 don’t	 you	 pray	 a	 prayer	 like	 the	 following	 one	 or	 one	 of	 your	 own
construction	as	the	Holy	Spirit	leads?

“Lord	Jesus,	I	am	a	wretched,	lost	sinner	who	has	sinned
in	thought,	word	and	deed.	Forgive	all	my	sins	and
cleanse	me.	Receive	me,	Saviour	and	transform	me



into	a	child	of	God.	Come	into	my	heart	now	and	give
me	eternal	life	right	now.	I	will	follow	you	at	all	costs,
trusting	the	Holy	Spirit	to	give	me	all	the	power	I
need.”

When	 you	 pray	 this	 prayer	 sincerely,	 Jesus	 answers	 at	 once	 and	 justifies	 you
before	God	and	makes	you	His	child.

Please	 write	 to	 us	 (ztfbooks@cmfionline.org)	 and	 I	 will	 pray	 for
you	and	help	you	as	you	go	on	with	Jesus	Christ.

mailto:ztfbooks@cmfionline.org


ABOUT	THE	AUTHOR

Professor	Zacharias	Tanee	Fomum	was	born	 in	 the	 flesh
on	20th	 June	1945	and	became	born	again	on	13th	 June
1956.	On	1st	October	1966,	He	consecrated	his	life	to	the
Lord	 Jesus	 and	 to	 His	 service,	 and	 was	 filled	 with	 the
Holy	 Spirit	 on	 24th	 October	 1970.	 He	 was	 taken	 to	 be
with	the	Lord	on	14th	March,	2009.

Pr	Fomum	was	admitted	to	a	first	class	in	the	Bachelor	of
Science	 degree,	 graduating	 as	 a	 prize	 winning	 student
from	 Fourah	 Bay	 College	 in	 the	 University	 of	 Sierra
Leone	in	October	1969.	At	the	age	of	28,	he	was	awarded
a	 Ph.D.	 in	 Organic	 Chemistry	 by	 the	 University	 of
Makerere,	Kampala	in	Uganda.	In	October	2005,	he	was
awarded	a	Doctor	of	Science	(D.Sc)	by	the	University	of

Durham,	Great	Britain.	This	higher	doctorate	was	 in	 recognition	of	his	distinct	contributions	 to	scientific
knowledge	 through	 research.	 As	 a	 Professor	 of	 Organic	 Chemistry	 in	 the	 University	 of	 Yaoundé	 1,
Cameroon,	 Professor	 Fomum	 supervised	 or	 co-supervised	more	 than	 100	Master’s	Degree	 and	Doctoral
Degree	theses	and	co-authored	over	160	scientific	articles	in	leading	international	journals.	He	considered
Jesus	Christ	the	Lord	of	Science	(“For	by	Him	all	things	were	created...”	–	Colossians	1:16),	and	scientific
research	an	act	of	obedience	to	God’s	command	to	“subdue	the	earth”	(Genesis	1:28).	He	therefore	made
the	 Lord	 Jesus	 the	 Director	 of	 his	 research	 laboratory	 while	 he	 took	 the	 place	 of	 deputy	 director,	 and
attributed	his	outstanding	success	as	a	scientist	to	Jesus’	revelational	leadership.

In	more	than	40	years	of	Christian	ministry,	Pr	Fomum	travelled	extensively,	preaching	the	Gospel,	planting
churches	and	training	spiritual	leaders.	He	made	more	than:

700	missionary	journeys	within	Cameroon,	which	ranged	from	one	day	to	three	weeks	in
duration.
500	missionary	journeys	to	more	than	70	different	nations	in	all	the	six	continents.	These	ranged
from	two	days	to	six	weeks	in	duration.

By	the	time	of	his	going	to	be	with	the	Lord	in	2009,	he	had	preached	in	over	1000	localities	in	Cameroon,
sent	over	200	national	missionaries	into	many	localities	in	Cameroon	and	planted	over	1300	churches	in	the
various	administrative	provinces	of	Cameroon.	At	his	base	in	Yaoundé,	he	planted	and	built	a	mega-church
with	 his	 co-workers	which	 grew	 to	 a	 steady	membership	 of	 about	 12,000.	 Pr	 Fomum	was	 the	 founding

https://ztfomum.org


team-leader	 of	 Christian	 Missionary	 Fellowship	 International	 (CMFI);	 an	 evangelism,	 soul-winning,
disciple	 making,	 Church-planting	 and	 missionary-sending	 movement	 with	 more	 than	 200	 international
missionaries	and	thousands	of	churches	in	65	nations	spread	across	Africa,	Europe,	the	Americas,	Asia	and
Oceania.	 In	 the	 course	 of	 their	ministry,	 Pr	 Fomum	 and	 his	 team	witnessed	more	 than	 10,000	 recorded
healing	miracles	performed	by	God	in	answer	to	prayer	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ.	These	miracles	include
instant	healings	of	headaches,	cancers,	HIV/AIDS,	blindness,	deafness,	dumbness,	paralysis,	madness,	and
new	teeth	and	organs	received.

Pr	Fomum	read	the	entire	Bible	more	than	60	times,	read	more	than	1350	books	on	the	Christian	faith	and
authored	 over	 150	 books	 to	 advance	 the	Gospel	 of	 Jesus	Christ.	 5	million	 copies	 of	 these	 books	 are	 in
circulation	in	12	languages	as	well	as	16	million	gospel	tracts	in	17	languages.

Pr	Fomum	was	a	man	who	sought	God.	He	spent	between	15	minutes	and	six	hours	daily	alone	with	God	in
what	 he	 called	 Daily	 Dynamic	 Encounters	 with	 God	 (DDEWG).	 During	 these	 DDEWG	 he	 read	 God’s
Word,	meditated	on	it,	listened	to	God’s	voice,	heard	God	speak	to	him,	recorded	what	God	was	saying	to
him	and	prayed	it	through.	He	thus	had	over	18,000	DDEWG.	He	also	had	over	60	periods	of	withdrawing
to	 seek	 God	 alone	 for	 periods	 that	 ranged	 from	 3	 to	 21	 days	 (which	 he	 termed	 Retreats	 for	 Spiritual
Progress).	The	time	he	spent	seeking	God	slowly	transformed	him	into	a	man	who	hungered,	thirsted	and
panted	after	God.	His	unceasing	heart	cry	was:	“Oh,	that	I	would	have	more	of	God!”

Pr	Fomum	was	a	man	of	prayer	and	a	leading	teacher	on	prayer	in	many	churches	and	conferences	around
the	world.	He	considered	prayer	to	be	the	most	important	work	that	can	be	done	for	God	and	for	man.	He
was	a	man	of	faith	who	believed	that	God	answers	prayer.	He	kept	a	record	of	his	prayer	requests	and	had
over	 50,	 000	 recorded	 answers	 to	 prayer	 in	 his	 prayer	 books.	He	 carried	 out	 over	 100	 Prayer	Walks	 of
between	five	and	forty-seven	kilometres	in	towns	and	cities	around	the	world.	He	and	his	team	carried	out
over	57	Prayer	Crusades	(periods	of	forty	days	and	nights	during	which	at	least	eight	hours	are	invested	into
prayer	each	day).	They	also	carried	out	over	80	Prayer	Sieges	(times	of	near	non-stop	praying	that	ranges
from	24	hours	 to	120	hours).	He	authored	 the	Prayer	Power	Series,	a	13-volume	set	of	books	on	various
aspects	of	prayer;	Supplication,	Fasting,	Intercession	and	Spiritual	Warfare.	He	started	prayer	chains,	prayer
rooms,	 prayer	 houses,	 national	 and	 continental	 prayer	 movements	 in	 Cameroon	 and	 other	 nations.	 He
worked	with	leaders	of	local	churches	in	India	to	disciple	and	train	more	than	2	million	believers.

Pr	Fomum	also	considered	fasting	as	one	of	the	weapons	of	Christian	Spiritual	Warfare.	He	carried	out	over
250	fasts	 ranging	 from	three	days	 to	 forty	days,	drinking	only	water	or	water	supplemented	with	soluble
vitamins.	 Called	 by	 the	 Lord	 to	 a	 distinct	 ministry	 of	 intercession,	 he	 pioneered	 fasting	 and	 prayer
movements	and	led	in	battles	against	principalities	and	powers	obstructing	the	progress	of	the	Gospel	and
God’s	global	purposes.	He	was	enabled	to	carry	out	3	supra	–	long	fasts	of	between	52	and	70	days	in	his
final	years.

Pr	Fomum	chose	a	lifestyle	of	simplicity	and	“self-	imposed	poverty”	in	order	to	invest	more	funds	into	the
critical	work	of	evangelism,	soul	winning,	church-planting	and	the	building	up	of	believers.	Knowing	the
importance	of	money	and	its	role	in	the	battle	to	reach	those	without	Christ	with	the	glorious	Gospel,	he	and
his	wife	grew	to	investing	92.5%	of	their	earned	income	from	all	sources	(salaries,	allowances,	royalties	and
cash	gifts)	into	the	Gospel.	They	invested	with	the	hope	that,	as	they	grew	in	the	knowledge	and	the	love	of
the	Lord,	and	the	perishing	souls	of	people,	they	would	one	day	invest	99%	of	their	income	into	the	Gospel.



He	was	married	to	Prisca	Zei	Fomum	and	they	had	seven	children	who	are	all	involved	in	the	work	of	the
Gospel,	 some	 serving	 as	missionaries.	 Prisca	 is	 a	 national	 and	 international	minister,	 specializing	 in	 the
winning	 and	 discipling	 of	 children	 to	 Jesus	 Christ.	 She	 also	 communicates	 and	 imparts	 the	 vision	 of
ministry	to	children	with	a	view	to	raising	and	building	up	ministers	to	them.

The	Professor	owed	all	 that	he	was	and	all	 that	God	had	done	 through	him,	 to	 the	unmerited	 favour	and
blessing	 of	 God	 and	 to	 his	 worldwide	 army	 of	 friends	 and	 co-workers.	 He	 considered	 himself	 nothing
without	them	and	the	blessing	of	God;	and	would	have	amounted	to	nothing	but	for	 them.	All	praise	and
glory	to	Jesus	Christ!
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